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The Arranger

Chris Sharp is a professional composer, arranger, and orchestrator currently living
in Gainesville, Florida. Educated at the University of Florida and University of Miami,
he has served the music field in a wide range of capacities. As a trombonist, Mr. Sharp
worked as a full-time performing musician and bandleader at Walt Disney World for
11 years. In addition, he has served as an arranger and orchestrator for Disney parks
worldwide since 1984, providing music for atmosphere groups, live shows, recording
sessions, and national television broadcasts. He has also written for numerous
freelance clients including Universal Studios, Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey
Circus, the Boston Pops, the Dallas Brass, and several service bands, including the
famed USAF Airmen of Note.

Mr. Sharp is an active music educator, with experience teaching at the middle school,
high school, and college levels. He is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in composition at
the University of Florida, where he is a graduate teaching assistant in the music
education and composition departments. Mr. Sharp has served as a clinician and
guest conductor on numerous occasions, and has extensive experience as an
adjudicator, having judged for several organizations, including Bands of America
and Drum Corps International. Having received the ASCAPlus award multiple times,
Mr. Sharp’s compositions and arrangements for concert and jazz band have enjoyed
widespread performances, including annual appearances at the Midwest Clinic.

About the Music

For many listeners American band music is synonymous with marches. This proud
march heritage is anchored by composer greats including the likes of Henry Fillmore,
Karl King and John Philip Sousa. With so many fine marches to choose from, band
directors often find themselves in a quandary regarding which march to program.
By combining three of the best loved and most recognizable marches: National
Emblem by Edward Eugene Bagley, and The Thunderer and The Stars and Stripes
Forever by John Philip Sousa, Masters of the March offers an ideal solution.

This attractive medley intended for bands of all levels incorporates moderate range
and rhythmic demands. With the exception of some phrase endings, the tempo is
consistent throughout. As with all marches, the performance can be enhanced
through the use of dynamics. While a basic scheme has been provided, don’t hesitate
to experiment, as the march masters themselves are known to have varied the
performances of their own pieces from concert to concert.
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